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Daar Pete:

One issue that is coming in front of the Chaftanooga City Couneil in the near futute s that of annexation of
parts of Harrison, Fast Brainerd and Hixson. AsaHamilton County Commissioner, I realize that whether

ot not the City of Chattancoga annexes more territory is not an issue that [ have a vote, but as a Hamilton
County Commissionerwhose district includes part of five (5 ) diffevent City Councilpersons’ districts, and
44 4 eitizen ofthe City of Chattaniooga, [ do feel that Iamn enfitled to at least an opinionin regards 1o this
annexation.

I 2l stronalythat this is not the time for annexation, The fact that the City of Chattanooga has ingufficient
funds to provide the services needed to its current citizens mukes me wonder what benefit the citizens of
Chattancoga receive by annexing thousands of more citizens of Hamilton County. The Caty of Chattanooga
has great difficulty in providing adequate pnhca pmtﬂctmn to the citizens of Chattanooga. ITknowinthe
ares of Chattaitooga where [ live, 8t, Elmo, crime s the major concern. [kuow that in other areas of my
district such as MissionaryRidge, Highland Park, Eastlake, Suntyside, Moccasin Bend and Eastside, that
crime i the majorissue. How willit help when the City is already rationing funds for law anforcement to

annex miany hundreds of acres of land and thousands of people to an already overstretched and
underfunded police department’?

Whare will fhe funds come from to expand fire protection to thesenew areas? In East Laks and the Cedar
Hills (part of my district), it is essential ta build anew firestation. Ifthis annexation occurs, that this action
will be put off for many vears due to the need to build fire stations it areas being annexed.
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We have seen recyveling cuts, which leads directly to gredter amounts of garbage goinginto our landfills.
Unless the City expands it's recycling effoits, we will soon face a huge problem of what to do with out
sarbage once the landfill is full, Solving problems like this i3 whers the citizens of Chattanooga and
Hamilton Covnty want out leadery to spend both their time, and our money.

Lalso wonder gbout the tirning of this annexation. With the counitry in the midst of a recession, it will bting
an extra tax burden upon thougands of individuals ata moment in thme when they have the least ability to
absorbit. Whilel understand that growth ia necessary, I feel that theannexation attempt ia ill timed and
ill conesived. While Thave no divest vote in regards to the annexation, [will ¢leatty be speaking out agaitist
thig, and I will do everything intmy power to convinee iy fellow Comnissiongrs and City Council members
that this is an ill conceived and ill timed act.

[ Aind the choice areas ofto be annexed extremely perplexing, In the highway 58 area, the entire area which
borders the lake and Tennessee River is excluded from annexation, This isextremely valuable property

fortax purposes, Fire and Policeresponders would need to go sevetgl miles right by this area to service
other areas { which are much further North) which are to be annexed. You would annex a large area of
homes, thirty (30) years old or older, to reach Hunter Road. Again, fire and police responders would ordy
service the South side of Hunter Road. This iz interesting because the ares on the North side fo Munter
Road is growing quickly, Again, police, fire and garbage would go rightby a fast growing area which s
across the steeet, Examine the facts, there is more to this than initially meets the eye.

Irealize how difficult some political decisions are. I realize that thete are many poitits of views tabe
considered in most political acts such as this, but Tthink that the annexation at this point is il conceived, and
I felt that it was my duty, both as 4 citizen and az a fellow elected official, to let you mow what my thoyghts
wete about it and to realize that I will diligently oppose this annexation.

Sincerely,

%&2@% .

ohn Allen Brooks
Hammnitog County Commisstoner

District 6
Chattanooga City Resident



