January 7, 2009

I want to bring to your attention a rather frightening statistic: according to the National
Center of Education Statistics, students at Cleveland State Community College paid
$2,637.00 in tuition (2007-2008) as a full time student compared to students at 31
comparable community colleges in the South who paid only $1,670.

As you know our area has been fortunate with the arrival of Volkswagen, and eventually
the suppliers for Volkswagen, to have jobs available in the future to the residents of our
area. Other parts of the United States cannot say they are in this position. However, it
appears that most of the employees for these jobs will need post secondary education of
some kind to even apply. My question to you - are the graduates of your high schools in
a financial position to attend Cleveland State? Iam willing to bet many are not. The
young people in this county will not stay in the area if they cannot qualify for the better
paying jobs. Attached is a proposal to address this situation and offers you an
opportunity in making sure they stay in this area.

I would be pleased to further discuss this proposal with you and will respond to any
questions that you may have.

Sincerely,

Carl Hite
President
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