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BREDESEN ANNOUNCES ORDER FORMALIZ ING   
CLEANUP AND COMPLIANCE PROCESS FOR TVA 

 
NASHVILLE – G overnor Ph il Bred esen and  Environm ent and  Conservation Com m issioner Jim  Fyke 
announced  tod ay  th e issuance of an Enforcem ent Ord er ag ainst TVA p ertaining  to ong oing  cleanup  
activities in King ston and  th e stability  of oth er TVA sites in Tennessee.  Th e Ord er w as issued  in 
follow -up  to Bred esen’s d irectives for ong oing  state involvem ent in th e resp onse effort and  h is call for 
g reater reg ulatory  oversig h t of TVA.  
 
“I am  com m itted  to m aking  sure th is sp ill is cleaned  up  and  d oing  everyth ing  w e can to p revent any  
sim ilar situation in th e future,” said  Bred esen.  “I’m  also com m itted  to m aking  sure Tennessee 
taxp ayers d on’t foot th e bill.  Th is Ord er requires TVA to reim burse th e Dep artm ent of Environm ent 
and  Conservation for exp enses incurred  overseeing  cleanup  and  furth er investig ative activities.” 
 
Th e Ord er also requires TVA’s coop eration w ith  th e state in sup p orting  ind ep end ent assessm ents and  
insp ections at King ston and  oth er TVA coal-w aste sites around  th e state as w ell as th e d evelop m ent of 
a corrective action p lan d etailing  th e step s TVA w ill take to clean up  th e King ston site and  ensure safe 
op erations in th e future. 
 
Th e Ord er d oes not relieve TVA of oth er oblig ations im p osed  by  th e Tennessee W ater Q uality  Control 
Act or any  oth er state or fed eral law .  Nor d oes it foreg o any  future action by  th e Dep artm ent of 
Environm ent and  Conservation to seek p enalties, fines or oth er ap p rop riate relief und er th e law . 
 
“W e h ave been on scene since th is sp ill h ap p ened  on Dec. 22 and  w ill stay  eng ag ed  over th e long -
term  to m ake sure cleanup  is d one w ith  th e h ealth  of th e local com m unity  and  th e environm ent as 
our p riorities,” said  Fyke.  “W e are cond ucting  ind ep end ent sam p ling  of air, d rinking  w ater, river 
w ater, and  soil and  ash  and  coord inating  closely  w ith  th e Tennessee Dep artm ent of H ealth  for th e 
p rotection of im p acted  citizens.” 
 
To d ate, d aily  w ater sam p les collected  at th e King ston and  Rockw ood  w ater treatm ent p lans ind icate 
m unicip al w ater sup p lies continue to be safe.  Th e Dep artm ent of Environm ent and  Conservation is 
also continuing  to test p rivate w ells w ith in a four m ile rad ius of th e site.  None of th e results received  
to d ate ind icate a violation of d rinking  w ater stand ard s for th e p aram eters tested .  
 
Th e enforcem ent ord er, sam p ling  results, m onitoring  p lans and  oth er inform ation related  to th e 
clean-up  is available at w w w .tn.g ov/environm ent.   
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