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Berke Responds to TVA Spill
Chattanooga- Senator Andy Berke (D-Chattanooga) issued the following statement today:

Earlier today, I spoke to Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) Deputy Commissioner Paul Sloan to express my concern about the coal ash spill at the TVA Kingston Plant.  In addition to the potential health hazard for residents of Roane County, I also wanted the latest information about the possible impact on water quality in the Tennessee River, which is the source of drinking water for many residents throughout the Tennessee Valley.

As of now, TDEC reports that testing shows the water is largely within normal limits for drinking purposes. However, I remain concerned about potentially conflicting reports from the EPA regarding high levels of arsenic and other heavy metals in water in the affected area.

It is absolutely essential that TDEC, the TVA and the EPA provide full and timely access to all test results – even those performed prior to the spill.  Given the dimensions of this disaster, we must have transparency when it comes to questions affecting public health.  TDEC seems committed to putting out this information in an organized way soon, and I commend them for doing so.

As we move from the past to thinking about the future, we all have an obligation to outline what steps will be taken to prevent this type of incident from recurring elsewhere.  TVA should review all of its coal ash facilities to ensure that barriers are solid and safety measures meet modern standards.

Finally, the Kingston spill may also point to the need for new legislation.  Last session, I introduced legislation that would provide for comprehensive water quality and conservation planning.  I would hope there will be bi-partisan support for common sense legislation that protects our environment and the health of our citizens.
