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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 15, 2008
Cameron Hill Construction Site Illness Investigation- Final Status Report
The Chattanooga-Hamilton County Health Department began an investigation on Thursday, August 7, 2008 of ill workers at the Cameron Hill BlueCross BlueShield construction site. The following is intended to provide background information and present findings based on our investigation. 
A typical investigation consists of the following:

· Conduct interviews with ill individuals

· Collect specimens from ill individuals

· Send specimens for lab testing

· Perform an environmental inspection

· Recommend measures to stop transmission of illness

· Analyze data to determine a cause or source of the illness

Beginning on August 7th, the Health Department conducted patient interviews, acquired samples for lab testing, and conducted environmental health assessments. Symptoms of the ill workers included vomiting, diarrhea, nausea and dizziness. 


Workers at the construction site and the contracting companies were very cooperative during our investigation. 

Below you will find a summary of Health Department actions during this investigation:

· A total of 17 ill and 5 non-ill construction site workers were interviewed during this investigation.

· The case definition for the purpose of this investigation was: Development of gastrointestinal illness, dizziness and/or fainting associated with being at the Cameron Hill construction site on or after August 6, 2008.

· Results on lab testing of six clinical specimens show that all specimens tested negative for Norovirus, Salmonella, Shigella, Campylobacter, E.Coli 0157 and Staphylococcus aureus.

· Data collected during this investigation has been analyzed to identify common exposures among the ill including food sources, water supply, and sanitation at the site.

· The Environmental Health Services Division of the Chattanooga-Hamilton County Health Department conducted a general environmental inspection of the Cameron Hill construction site on August 8, 2008.

· After the site inspection, the Division made recommendations to improve sanitation conditions at the work site. The recommendations addressed providing adequate handwashing stations, labeling coolers that hold potable water, and cleaning drinking water coolers regularly. 
· The Environmental Health Services Division also inspected catering trucks that serviced this site regularly.  These trucks were emptied and sanitized.  Each driver/owner was educated regarding safe food handling practices.  The Division will continue to inspect the trucks on a regular basis.

· A definitive source of illness has not been identified. However, because the ill had in common illness onset, symptom similarity, and occurrence of illness while at the worksite, it is likely that the illness is associated with the construction site.

· Recommended environmental control measures should remain in place. 
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