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March 20, 2008

On February 10, 2008 the Chattanooga Times Free Press published a story about the discovery of
perfluorooctanoic acid and other perfluoronated chemicals (PFCs), in the Conasauga River and ponds and
streams of Dalton, Georgia. The “staggeringly high” levels PFOA found in the River were reported to be
among the highest ever measured in water at a non-spill location. This alarming discovery was made by
a former University of Georgia professor and his graduate students who conducted their research in 2006
and 2007. Although drinking water was not sampled during this study, independent sampling by the
United Steelworkers Union has revealed the presence of PFOA and other PFCs in Dalton Area Drinking

water.

Background

Dalton area carpet manufacturers discharge their contaminated wastewater to the sewer system and the
privately owned Dalton Utilities Looper’s Bend Wastewater Treatment Plant. Although PFOA is known
to cause cancer in laboratory animals, is labeled a “likely” human carcinogen, and does not breakdown in
the environment, the wastewater treatment plant sprays 30 million to 40 million gallons of PFOA-
containing wastewater, 87 percent of which is industrial waste, onto a 9,200-acre peninsula of forested
land surrounded on three sides by the Conasauga River. It is no surprise that wastewater from the
sprayfield runs into the river and seeps to groundwater that is connected to the River.



It was disappointing to learn that EPA was concerned about possible PFOA contamination associated
with the carpet industry and its stain repellants in 2004 but did not pursue Dalton area monitoring because
carpet industry leaders would not agree to participate. There was nothing to prevent EPA or the state
agency from testing public waters without the approval or participation of the carpet manufacturers. Had
this been done in 2004, the “staggeringly high” levels now being found might have been prevented.

PFOA and Other PFCs in Drinking Water

In 2005, the United Steelworkers Union (USW) began investigating PFOA at sites around the country
because high levels of the chemical were found in the blood of its members and other workers. In August
and October of 2006 the USW took samples of Dalton area water.

The Dalton area samples revealed the presence of PFOA and related chemicals, including PFOS, PFBA,
PFPeA, PFHXA, and PFHpA. PFOA was detected at up to 6.9 parts per trillion (ppt) in all 4 samples
taken from different locations served by the public drinking water system. The Dalton Public Library
water had 5.5 ppt of PFOA and 10 ppt of PFOS. Samples taken from 2 out of 3 private wells revealed up
to 9.7 ppt of PFOA.

In general, the samples taken from the Conasauga River by the USW were slightly lower than those found
in the University Study. However, USW had limited access to the River and took only two samples.

The laboratory used for the analysis, AXYS Analytical of British Columbia, is one of the few capable of
detecting PFCs. AXYS has been used by DuPont and several state environmental agencies. The results
of the USW’s Dalton area sampling are attached.

A USW representative met with a representative of Dalton Utilities prior to taking the samples.
According to Dalton Utilities, the wastewater entering the sewer system receives only “biological”
treatment before it is “applied to the landscape, allowing soil and plant life to further clean the water.”
However, a fisherman and people living along the river complained of visible pollution from the
sprayfield and disappearing fish populations.

The continuing and widespread problem of PFC contamination is not a problem that is being addressed
by EPA’s “PFOA Stewardship Program.” Although eight chemical companies agreed to reduce the
chemicals in the products, including those supplied to the carpet industry and other manufacturers, the
program is voluntary and unenforceable. There is no meaningful public reporting or verification of the
promised progress towards eliminating the chemicals. For instance, DuPont is the only PFOA
manufacturer in the United States but refuses to report the annual reductions, if any, in the amount being
manufactured. Neither is there reporting of promised reductions of PFC content in stain repellants
making their way to Dalton’s carpet manufacturers and ultimately to public waters.

Requests for Action
We recognize that the Georgia Department of Natural Resources will begin monitoring surface water at

the Conasauga River; however it has not discussed any plans to monitor groundwater or drinking water.

It is not an excuse that PFOA and other PFCs are unregulated. The EPA and several state agencies have
conducted such testing in response to citizen concern in other areas. For instance, the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection tested the water supplies in 23 municipalities. After finding
PFOA in 17 of the 23, the agency established a preliminary safety standard of .04 parts per billion. The
agency also requires monitoring of the PFOA in the discharge permit issued to DuPont’s Chambers
Works Plant. After the discovery of PFCs in Minnesota drinking water sources, the Department of Health
established “Health Based Values” for PFOA and PFOS in groundwater at .05 parts per billion and .03
part per billion respectively. EPA has also established PFOA limitation in West Virginia and Ohio
drinking water sources as part of a Consent Decree.



While concentrations in the drinking water samples taken in the Dalton areas were in parts per trillion,
there were a limited number of samples taken and concentrations may have changed over time. As EPA
stated in a November 2006 Consent Order, “Because PFOA can remain in the body for a long time,
drinking water that contains PFOA can, over time, produce concentrations of PFOA in blood serum that
are higher than the concentrations of PFOA in the water itself.”

The residents of Georgia deserve no less protection than what has been afforded to residents in other
states. Accordingly, we request that the following actions be taken.

1. Drinking water and drinking water sources, including private wells near carpet manufacturing plants in
the Dalton area should be tested for PFOA and related chemicals such as PFOS, PFBA, PFPeA, PFHXA,
and PFHpA. For instance, PFOS is more toxic than PFOA and was found in Dalton area samples.

2. Drinking water and drinking water sources that may be hydrologically connected to the Conasauga
River downstream of Dalton should be sampled for PFOA and related chemicals.

3. Discharges from the Looper’s Bend Wastewater Treatment Plant should be monitored for PFOA and
other PFCs.

4. Groundwater at the Looper’s Bend Wastewater Treatment Plant sprayfield should be monitored for
PFOA, and other PFCs.

5. EPA should examine the levels of PFOA in fish tissues and examine the toxicity of the substance to
aquatic species.

6. Because Halocarbons, like PFOA, are incredibly persistent in the environment, the LAS site should be
monitored for accumulations of the chemicals to see if it is on the way to becoming a RCRA site.

7. EPA should request that the manufacturers of PFOA and products containing PFOA, such as stain
repellants used in carpets, report annually on promised reductions of PFC manufacture and product
content.

We would appreciate a written reply to this request, which can be sent to Tracy Carluccio, Deputy
Director, Delaware Riverkeeper Network, 300 Pond Street, Second Floor, Bristol, PA 19007. You may
also copy your response to the following organizations.

Sincerely,

Tracy Carluccio, Deputy Director
Delaware Riverkeeper Network
300 Pond Street, Second Floor
Bristol, PA 19007

215.369.1188 Ext. 104



Joe Cook

Executive Director &
Riverkeeper

Coosa River Basin Initiative
408 Broad Street

Rome, GA 30161
706-232-2724

United Steelworkers
Shawn Gilchrist

5 Gateway Center
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412-562-6968

Frank Carl

Executive Director
Savannah Riverkeeper
1226 River Ridge Rd
Augusta, GA 30909
706-364-5253

Jennette Gayer

Environment Georgia

741 Piedmont Ave. NE, 2nd Fir
Atlanta, GA 30308
404-892-3573 (ph)

John L. Wathen,

Hurricane Creekkeeper
Friends of Hurricane Creek
P.O. Box 40836
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404

Hope Taylor

Clean Water for North Carolina
2009 Chapel Hill Rd.

Durham, NC 27707

(919) 401-9600

Bill Schultz

Raritan Riverkeeper
P.O.Box 244
Keasbey, NJ 08832
(732) 442-6313

Alan Toney

Conservation Chair

Georgia Sierra Club

1401 Peachtree St., Suite 345
Atlanta, GA 30309
770-350-9887

Deanna White, Program
Director

Clean Water Action Alliance
of Minnesota

308 E. Hennepin Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612-623-3666

Bill Schultz

Raritan Riverkeeper
P.O. Box 244
Keasbey, NJ 08832
(732) 442-6313

Carol Moore

Executive Director
Emerald Coastkeeper, Inc.
PO Box 13283

Pensacola, FL 32591
(850) 429-8422

Jane Nagoki

New Jersey Environmental
Federation

223 Park Ave.

Marlton, NJ 08053

(856) 767-1110

Roy Jones

South Jersey Environmental
Justice Alliance (Roy Jones)
5309 State Street, 3rd. floor
Camden, NJ 08102-1918
(856) 365-9038.

French Broad Riverkeeper
Hartwell Carson

170 Lyman Street
Asheville, NC 28801
828.252.8474

Denise Patel

Campaign Organizer,
Chemical Safety and Security
NJ Work Environment Council
142 W. State St.

Trenton, NJ 08608-1102

(609) 695-7100 ext. 305

Atchafalaya Basinkeeper
Dean Wilson, Director and
Basinkeeper

162 Croydon Ave.

Baton Rouge, LA 70806
225-928-1315 ext.305

Tracy Kuhns

Louisiana Bayoukeeper, Inc
P.O. Box 207

Barataria, LA 70036
504-689-8849

Andrew Willner
Executive Director and
Baykeeper

NY/NJ BAYKEEPER®
52 West Front Street
Keyport, NJ 07735
(732) 888 9870

Lower Mississippi Riverkeeper
Paul Orr

Louisiana Environmental Action
Network

P.O. Box 66323

Baton Rouge, LA70896
225.928.1315

Youghiogheny Riverkeeper
Krissy Kasserman

Mountain Watershed Association
P.O. Box 408

Melcroft, PA 15462

tel: 724.455.4200
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